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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 
Selected from London Publications. 
INDIA, 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Harle to Mr. 
Townley. Monghir, 22d Dec. 1820. 


Dear Brother,—After staying with the 
brethren at Chinsurah four days, witness- 
ing their zeal, and enjoying their society, 
{ set forward with hearty prayers and good 
wishes. 

In very many instances, during my jour- 
ney, the Gospel was heard with attention 
and surprise, and the books received with 
eagerness ; while in others, [ could scarcely 
obtaina hearing, and could not persuade 
the people to take a single tract. But 
these different kinds of reception are, I 
think, easily to be accounted for. If I find 
one or two intelligent men willing to enter 
into conversation, I introduce some indif- 
ferent subject, until a crowd be gathered 
round us; and, if no violent “ Copper- 
smith,” or shrine-making Demetrius, who 
has previousty imbibed prejudices against 
the Gospel, strenuously oppose me, I gene- 
rally find the people listen with attention, 
and receive my books with apparent thank- 
fulness and joy. 

At Jungipore I was informed that there 
are several Brahmins who are ready to 
throw off the yoke of caste, and profess to 
abher the practive of idolatry, though they 
do not openly separate from idolaters. One 
of them, a man of wealth and influence, 
says, he utterly detests the practice of fe- 
male immolation, and would gladly assist, 
even with his property, any benevolent 
person who would petition government to 
prevent this horrid rite. 


SOUTH TRAVANCORE. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Charles Mault, 
Missionary at South Travancore. dated 
Nagureoil, 6th October, 1820, addressed 
to Kev. Mr. Morell, St. Neots. 


Our sphere of labour is almost daily en- 
larging, and our prospects of widely diffus- 
ing the Word of Life are brightening as 
we advance in the knowledge of the lan- 
guage. Not only are individuals added to 


our list, but congregations, the number of 
Which, at present, is 22, which we visit as 
often as possible ; but one incenvenience is, 
‘hat some of thom are situated at the dis- 
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tance of 2 20 veuion, Sone of the heal ones 
we endeavour to see once a week, and 
sometimes stop a few days in a place, par- 
ticularly at some of the outer stations. Here 
our time is fully occupied in explaining the 
great truths of the Gospel, visiting schools, 
&c. In every place where we have a con- 
gregation, a school is also established, prin- 
cipally for the education of Christian chil- 
dren, though it is open for all. Besides 
these, we have other schools in some of the 
large towns and populous villages, which 
are exceedingly numerous towards Cape 
Comorin. 

Providence is opening many doors a- 
round us which require our most vigorous 
exertion, and the exertions of ten times our 
number. Last week I went a tour into 
the Tinevelly country, where I found two 
congregations which had been raised by 
the joint labours of Mr. Ringeltaube and a 
Native Catechist. ‘The people received 
me with great joy, and very pathetically 
expressed their thankfulness that we bad 
undertaken to supply them with a School- 
master, and, if possible, to build them a 
place of worship. Similar applications are 
so numerous and so exceedingly pressing, 
that I am grieved to say for want of funds 
we cannot comply with half of them. 


Extract of a letter from Mrs. Mault, to a 
friend, dated Nagurcoil, 6th October, 
1820. 


On our arrival here we found ourselves 
surrounded by an immense population of 
heathen of almost every description, from 
the holy Brahmin down to the poor degrad- 
ed Pariar. Our souls were stirred within 
us, to see the wretched condition of the 
lower castes, whose ignorance is very de- 
plorable. It would make your heart bleed 
to witness the contempt that is poured up- 
on the sacred authority of the King of 
kings; and your pity would be moved 
when you were told that thousands of these 
forlorn creatures know not that they have 
a soul, or that man is superior to the beasts 
that perish ; or if so, in what that superiori- 
ty consists. 

Perhaps there is no part in India where 
the devil is so much worshipped as’in this. 
The lower castes pay homage and sacrifice 
to him in most cases of affliction, in pros- 
pectof it to prevent it, and afterwards in 
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consequence of vows made during its con- 
tinuance; so that it is very evident that 
these ceremonies are all attended to from 
no other principles than fear. Ifthe Chol- 
era Morbus make its appearance in any 
village, the inhabitants immediately offer 
sacrifices to thé bad spirit to appease his an- 
ger, which they imagine is stirred against 
them; and to see their frantic actions and 
frightful grimaces, and to hear their horrid 
shrieks and groans on these occasions, re- 
flecting at the same time upon their awful 
delusions, is enough to produce the most 
poignant feelings in a heart far less sus- 
ceptible than that of a Brainerd. ‘This 
brings to my mind a circumstance which 
occurred at our house a few weeks since: 
A man was sent out to purchase a sheep ; 
through some mistake on the part of the 
seller, the wrong sheep was brought: In 
the course of half an hour the owner made 
his appearance, with all the gestures of one 
in the last stage of distraction, tearing lis 
hair from his head, beating his body with 
the greatest violence against the ground, 
and uttering the most terrific yells. As 
soon as we could get him to speak, it was 
discovered that this sheep was the one 
which, in a late affliction, he had vowed, in 
case of recovery, he would sacrifice to Sa- 
tan, and that now, to use his own words, 


the devil would kill him and the whole of 


his family.” Let this suffice; though a 
thousand similar instances might be men- 
tioned, to show into what an awful depth of 
degradation and wretchedness these our fel- 
low immortals are plunged by the dreadful 
delusions of the father ef lics. And is it 
not to be attributed to sovereign grace, that 
such is not our unhappy condition? But 
oh! surprising as it may appear, it is from 
this class of people principally that have 
arisen those who are now saying, “ What 
have I to do any more with idols? Tama 
Christian, and wish to serve the living and 
true God.” I am happy to say that the 
number of these are daily increasing, and 
though, as it is reasonable to suppose, they 
are very ignorant, aud have no very con- 
sistent views of the Gospel, and in some in- 
stances forsake idolatry not from the purest 
of motives, yet they areimmediately bronght 
under the sound of the Gospel, and put un- 
der catechetical instruction, by which they 
learn many very important truths that may, 
by the agency of the Holy Spirit, be made 
the power of God to: heir salvation. 

As Mr. Mault is writing to our dear pas- 
tor, and giving him an account of the 
schools, I need not say any thing about 
them, only it may interest you a little to 
hear that we have a school for native fe- 
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males upon the same principle with one 
other at Nagurcoil ; the number is small at 
present, and has to struggle with great op- 
position, asthe dreadful custom prevails al! 
over India to teach the females nothing ; 
and to break this custom reqit.res patient 
perseverance. Our object ts to teach them 
reading and writing, which is to occupy one 
part of the day, spinning cotton, (which 
grows here in great abundance) knitting 
and sewing. 

I know that the eyes of the Christian 
world are directed with high expectation 
towards the South Travancore Mission, and 
no exertions on the part of its labourers 
will be spared in order to the fulfilment of 
their most sanguine hopes. In all ou 
plans and pursuits,our grand object, [ hope, 
is the glory of God in the salvation of sin- 
ners, “ For this we labour, and for this we 
pray :” and such is the pleasure arising 
from our work, that in itself it yields a ten- 
fold reward. I would not exchange my 
present. situation for the mest exalted in 
the universe. May the Lord bless our 
weak endeavours to promote his cause, and 
afford us grace to show forth his praise. 





AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSION. 
ERS FOR FOFEIGN MISSIONS. 

At page 411 we gave a summary of the 12th 

Anniversary of the A. B C. F.M. We here 

commence an abstract of the annual report of 


the L 
PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


MISSION AT BOMBAY. 


The last report brought down the histo- 
ry of this mission to the commencement of 
the year 1820. ‘The missivnaries were then 
in the regular performance of their various 
and aecustomed duties. The same course 
was steadily pursued, with such interrup- 
tions only, as were unavoidable, from ill 
health and other causes. The general 
state of the mission remained much as it 
had been, during the preceding year ; not 
did the prospects of the missionaries appeal 
to have been materially altered. 


Preaching of the Gospel. 


The missionaries at Bombay do not for- 
get, that, however important and necessary 
their other objects of attention may be, 
preaching the Gospel is their highest em- 
ployment, as it is the divinely appointed 
method, by which sinners are usually 


brought to the knowledge and obedience of 


the truth. In the most discouraging cit- 
cumstances, a confidence in the superior 
efficacy of the means which God himself 
has established, should never be shaken, 2‘ 
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it will never ultimately be disappointed. 
Whatever human philosophy may imagine, 
it is by the foolishness of preaching that 
men are induced to believe, whether they 
live in Christian countries, or amid the 
darkness of paganism. Where this divine 
institution is honoured and maintained with 
humble reliance on its Author; where the 
great truths of revelation are proclaimed, 
in the form of a plain, solemn, earnest tes- 
timony; though the effect may not, for a 
long time, be apparent, God will at length 
vindicate his own word, and prove the wis- 
dom of his own plan. 

At Bombay and the vicinity, no material 
alteration has taken place, as to the times 
and manner of communicating the Gospel 
by preaching. The missionaries, in their 
several spheres, and at many places more 
or less frequented, were in_ the constant 
habit of publishing salvation to the deluded 
thousands, by whom they were surrounded. 
Not seeing that fruit of their lahours, which 
they greatly desired to see, they were al- 
most necessarily under temptations to de- 
spondence and discouragement ; and were 
only sustained, amid the sottish ignorance, 
and the absurd, wicked, and cruel supersti- 
tions, which heathenism every where dis- 
plays, by the command of Christ, and by 
those promises which ensure the final prev- 
alence of divine truth over error and sin of 
every kind, and in every form. 

From the last joint letter, dated in Janu- 
ary 1821, the Committee deem it proper to 
quote all that is said on the subject of 
preaching, as the letter has recently come 
to hand, and this part of it has not been 
published. 


“In regard to preaching, we can do lit- 
tle more than repeat what we have often 
said in former communications. After the 
close of the last rains, all of us, who were 
able, made excursions on the neighbouring 
coast, and in the island of Salsette, for the 
purpose of visiting our schools, and com- 
municating religious instruction to the peo- 
ple, beyond the limits of our several sta- 
tions.” 


. Manner of preaching. 


As a specimen of the evangelical instruc- © 


tions communicated at Bombay, and an 
exhibition of suitable feelings in regard to 
the great work of missionaries, the follow- 
ing passages are extracted from a letter of 
Mr. Hall to the Corresponding Secretary, 
written just before Mr. Bardwell’s embark- 
ation. In reference to that event, the wri- 
ter says:— 

“It would be far less trying both to you 
and to us, if along with these afflictive ti- 
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dings, we could send you the good news of 
sinners flocking tou Jesus. But alas, out 
of the tens of millions around us, and the 
some thousands of those millions, whom we 
have invited to the great salvation, we 
know not of a single one inquiring what he 
must do to be saved, ‘I'he temptation to 
discouragement is very great. May we, 
and all our dear Christians at home, obtain 
faith and strength to labour and not faint. 
Should the painful diminution of our num- 
ber, added to our want of immediate suc+ 
cess, discourage or damp the zeal, either of 
ourselves or our patrons, it would doubtless 
be very sinful in us, and provoking to Him, 
who loves Zion and the souls of men infi- 
nitely better than we do, and knows infi- 
nitely better than we do, how to advance 
their highest interest. The dispensations 
of Providence, most mysterious to ts, but 
no way doubtful as to their result, offer a 
very salutary exercise to our faith and hu- 
mility, and a most interesting, so'emn, and 
sublime theme to our contemplations.” 


Meeting ata School-room for Hindoo 
Children. 


“ For the last three evenings I liave held 
meetings at one of our school-rooms, in a 
part of the town where no such meetings 
have before been held. About 150 natives, 
mostly Hindoos, but some of them Mussul-. 
mauns, were present at each time. On such 
occasions, a number of our school boys 
sometimes sing one of our Mahratta hymns; 
but a discourse of an hour and a half, or 
two hours, is usually the only exercise. My 
own method has been, of late, to hold three 
or four meetings, night after night, success- 
ively. ‘This seems to keep up the atten- 
tion of the people better, than when the 
meetings are held at periods, several days 
distant from each other. It is also more 
conformable to the custom of Hindoos, 
who meet to hear their own books read and 
expounded. In the compass of three or 
four discourses, an hour and a half or two 
hours long, a pretty comprehensive view of 
the Christian system may be given. Dur- 
ing the last three or four weeks, I have held 
nine such meetings, in three different parts 
of the town. Some classes of people are 
more suspicious and shy of us than others ; 
and such is their jealousy in some places, 
that we have not yet thought it expedient 
to hold such meetings in the school-rooms 
there. But I hope our meetings of this na- 
ture will be multiplied, as I consider them 
the most favourable opportunities, that we 
now have, for imparting Christian instrues 
tion to the natives,” 
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Meeting at a School-room for Jewish Child- 
ren. 


“T have just returned from a meeting at 
our Jewish school-room,” says Mr. H: ull, in 
a postscript, “ where I delivered an address 
of an hour and ayhalf to about an hundred 
persons, mostly Jews, among whom were 
a number of females. My subje ct was the 
portion of sacred history from the flood to 
the egress of the Israelites from 1 gypt, 
prefaced with a brief sketch of the creation, 
fall, and flood. From the blood of lambs, 
sprinkled over the doors of the [sraelites in 
Egypt, typifying the blood of Jesus sprink- 
led on the heart of penitent believers, L took 
occasion to preach Christ crucified tor sin- 
ners. My audience was very attentive ; 
and I told them, that I hoped soon to deliv- 
er them two more lectures, at which they 
seemed much gratified. Ihave made some 
efforts to obtain other places, in addition to 
our school-rooms, for the accominodation 
of such meetings; but as yet { have been 
unsuccessful.” 


Mr. Hall had recently discovered a num- 
ber of lapsed Catholics, and had laboured 
with most of those who were then in Bom- 
bay, endeavouring to turn them from Hin- 
dovism to the faith of Christ. They readily 
acknowledge the truth of Christianity, and 
do not attempt to defend the Hindoo sys- 
tem. ‘They seem to be ashamed of what 
they have done. On a particular occasion, 
Mr. biall enjoyed a favourable opportunity 
of exhorting them, and appears to have 
made a considerable impression. 

In the month of October last, Mr. Hall 
and Mr. Graves made an itinerating tour 
in company. Of this tour Mr. Hall gives 
the follawing brief account, in a letter to the 
Treasurer, uncer date of Oct. 17th. “This 
evening Mr. Graves and myself returned 
from a tour of nine days. We went ina 
boat; sailed round the island of Salsette; 
stopped at the principal towns, and many 
of the small ones; and also at Basseen, on 
the opposite continent, 
which we visited a number of places. Near- 
ly all the day-time was spent in preaching; 
and we had the happiness of prock aiming 
the Gospel to a great number ; to Hindoos, 
Roman Catholics, and Mussulmauns. May 
God own and bless these our feeble and un- 
worthy labours.” 

{From the journal kept by Mr. Graves a 
considerable number of extracts are pub- 
lished in the Report. We select a part, as 
our limits remind us, that we cannot con- 
veniently publish the whole. ] 

“Jan. 14,1820. In company with bro- 
ther Nichols, visited Darnda, where the 
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attention was such as made the day very 
tere sting to us. 

“15. Went to Chamboor with brothe; 
Nichols, where the people were unusuaily 
open and attentive. In the evening 20 o1 
SU were present. They were solicitous for 
our accommodation during the night, and 
would take po pay for entertaining us.— 
Next day we visited several other small vil- 
lages, and then separated for our respective 
homes. In returning, [ came first to Mu- 
role, where large numbers heard the word 
attentively, and then to Koly Kullyan, a 
village of Catholics, with but two Hindvo 
houses in the place. Their common Jan- 
guage is Mahratta, often corrupted with 
Hindoostanee, anc afew Portuguese words, 
They have a school in their church to 
learn to read Portuguese and Latin; but 
very few understand either. It is most 
probable, therefore, that Mahratta will be 
the mediuin, through which these heathen- 
ized Christians will learn the Gospel. Sev- 
eral of them seemed pleased with the pro- 
position of having a Mahratta school among 
them.” 

* Feb. 2. To-day another man told me 
privately, in such a manner that I had rea- 
son to believe him, that he was fully con- 
vinced of the truth of the Christian religion ; 
‘but,’ said he, * what will it avail to avow it 
publicly, and bring on me the contempt of 
all the people?” 1 endeavoured again to 
show him the nature of true religion, and 
the necessity of regeneration, with the ei- 
fect this would have on his fear of man.” 

“ March 22. Meeting with two learned 
brambhuas, [ invited them to the Redeemer, 
and told them that if they would candidly 
examine the Christian retig ion, they would 
find it to be true. *O yes, said they, ‘ your 
religion and ours are both ti ‘ue, and proper 
for you and us respectively.’ ‘But, said J, 
‘they contradict each other expressly ; 
therefore if ours is true, yours is false, and 
vice versa. In regard to the worship of im- 
ages our religions are contradictory ; wise 
men should the: efore examine thoroughly, 
and settle the point.’ They replied, ‘ you 
are right; one God only should be wor- 
shipped ; but afier having worshipped ima- 
ges a long time, the mind will comprehend 
and settle upon the immaterial Spirit.’ ” 

“27, Conversed, among others, with a 
rich man. He heard, as he usually does, 
with a respectful, and almost silent atten- 
tion. It affords much pleasure, that some 
will hear; though they do not obey the 
truth. In the best time and way, God will 
certainly cause the truth to triumph, and 
to accomplish the salvation of men.” 

* 30. Several of those who laboured on 
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our house, are in the habit of calling on us, 
auc hearing conversation relative to the 
Redeemer. The appearance of one was 
particularly encouraging.’ 

“ Oct. 21. Visited Wor lee, and had but 
poor opportunities of addressing the peo- 
ple, it being a very busy time with them as 
fishermen., But I returned by a temple, 
which I had not before visited, and which 
consists of four parts, dedicated to four 
idols. Here I had a favourable season, 
and urged the people to forsake their idols 
and receive the great salvation.” 

“ Dec. 9. To-day it was said to me, 
‘Convert all your own people, and then at- 
teinpt us.’ | mentioned to them the con- 
trariety of the Christian religion to the na- 
tural disposition of all men ;—the necessity 
of regeneration ;—that it was not the plea- 
sure of God to convert all of any one nation 
before any of another nation should be 
converted. His mercy ts toward all na- 
tions; and he will take an individual here 
and another there, till all people will final- 
ly submit. I added, “ You need salvation 
and happiness. Why will you not accept 
it, while vou have the offer? I intreat you 
toturn and be saved.’ “ [ can’t tell,’ said 
one,’ but I may hereafter. If it is written 
in my fates, it will be so. But at present 
I cannot.’ ” 

At the close of a letter to the Treasurer, 
Mr. Graves observes: “ I exceedingly wish 
Y could tell you good news; but I must 
he content to say, or at least I must say, 
that we do not enjoy, in our labours, the 
converting influences of the Holy Spirit. 
But I do indulge the hope, that, as a body, 
we are beginning to seek more earnestly 
this divine gift: and we are still hoping, 
notwithstanding the meanness of our ser- 
vices and our own ill deserts, to see better 
days. We rejoice in the success of other 
missions, although ours seems as yet almost 
fruitless. I trust we have been witnesses 
for Christ ; and that some honour will re- 
dound to him, in consequence of our poor 
labours.” 

Mr, Nichols, in a journal kept previously 
to his late illness, makes brief mention of 
several excursions for preaching. Under 
the date of March 4th, is the following entry. 

“Returned from Trombe, a village 12 
miles distant. On my way thither, had an 
»pportunity of addressing the pe -ople of 
several villages. ‘'Tarried over night in the 
government house there, and was kindly 
entertained by the Mussulmaun Kajee. On 
my way back, stopped at several villages. 
and addressed the people on the subject of 
the Gospel. At one place, a number of 
Catholics were present, and seemed to 
join ardently in what I said respecting the 
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impossibility of obtaining salvation, ex- 
cept by Christ. A considerable number of 
peop le followed me out of town; and, 
when opposite to the Catholic church, I 
was invited to go in.” 

Mr. Nichols complied with this imvita- 
tion ; and, see ing image s of saints, strong- 
ly reprehended the practice of idol wor- 
ship, as directly contrary to the word of 
God. “These poor heathenized Chris- 
tians,” he adds, “ could only say, that they 
were directed so to do, by the great Padre 
at the other side of the world.” 

Translations and Printing. 

The Epistles of James, Peter, John, and 
Jude, which were mentioned in the last Re- 
port as preparing for the press, have since 
been printed. 

“The unprinted parts of the New Tes- 
tament have been divided,” says the last 
joint letter, “into five portions; and one 

portion has heen assigned to each of our 
number to be translated. The printed 
parts have also been assigned to different 
individual to be revised. In conformity 
to the rule, which we have heretotore ob- 
served, the portions translated by each in- 
dividuals to pass the examination of all, 
and to be the subject of their remarks ; and 
the final copy for the press is to be fixed 
by a committee. 

The distribution of books will dep end 
upon the number of schools. The Mus- 
sulmaun, Kader Yar, whom the missiona- 
ries had baptized during the preceding 
year, had gone far into the interior with 
books to be distributed. 

Willingness to receive Books. 

As an instance of the readiness with 
which hooks are received by some classes 
of natives, the Committee cite the following 
passage from the journal of Mr. Graves. 

“ Dec. 21, 1820. This is the greatest day 
and night of the Mussulmaun festival in 
honour of Moogdum, a saint of theirs, whose 
tomb is here. The house erected over his 
bones is illuminated with (I should think) 
nearly a thousand lamps. ‘To-day and 
yesterday I gave away 12 Hindoostanee 
Gospels of Matthew ;—all [had. [ mieht 
perhaps have given away hundreds to those 
who could read them well. There were 
comparatively very few Mahratia people 
among the multitude ; but m: iny Parsees. 
One family of them took up their lodging 
with us; cookieg their food in our yard, 
and sleeping in the lower, open part of our 
house. I spent many hours in couversin 
with the man, in order to make known the 
way of salvation. He was, I think, the 


most inquisitive and attentive Parsee, with 
whom I had ever spoken.” 


we lee — eee ee 
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General Utility of the Press. 


With respect to the general concerns of 
the printing establishment, the last joint 
letter of the missionaries contains the fol- 
lowing information. 

“ We are happy to inform you, that the 
profits of printing, which we have done for 
individuals, and for the District Committee 
ofthe Christian Knowledge Society, have 
more than defrayed the ordinary expenses 
of our press, for these six months past. 

“ Since our last communication we have 
printed 4 View of Christian Doctrines, ex- 
pressed generally in the words of Scripture, 
making a pamphlet of 70 pages 12mo ; and 
a short tract of 12 pages. We have also 
printed for the Christian Knowledge Soci- 
ety, (of which there is a Committee in this 
place,)a Mahratta translation of Ostervald’s 
Abridgement of Scripture History ; and we 
are now printing for the same Society a 
series of Mahratta tracts, consisting of the 
History, Discourses, Parables, and Mira- 
cles of our Lord, with the Sermon on the 
Mount, and the History of Joseph. We 
print an edition of 2,000 of each of these 
six tracts for this Society; and, at the same 
time, 500 of each for ourselves. These 
tracts will be extensively circulated on the 
continent, by the Society’s agents, and will 
contribute much to the advancement of 
Christian knowledge in this region. We feel 
happy in being able, by means of our press, 
to further the efforts of the religious and 
benevolent establishments here: and we are 
much encouraged by the increase of such 
efforts, in this part of the country; within a 
few years past.” 

It must indeed be a pleasing reflection to 
every enlarged and liberal mind, that mod- 
ern exertions for the advancement of Chris- 
tian truth, patronized by Societies in differ- 
ent parts of the world, so often and so es- 
sentially aid each other; and it may safely 
be taken as an indication that God is about 
to bless all mankind with his Gospel, when 
so happy a union of efforts is forming a- 
mong his servants, and so wonderful a com- 
bination of instruments and agents is 
brought to bear upon one grand design. 


[Mr. Bardwell’s departure seemed an ir- 
reparable loss to the printing business at 
Bombay ; but there is reason to think that 
Mr. Garrett has gone thither, and entered 
upon the labours of that departinent. } 


Education of Native Children. 


The general plan of supporting schools, 
under the superintendence of the missiona- 
ries, for the gratuitous instruction of hea- 
then children in reading, writing, arithme- 
tic, and the principles of Christianity, con- 
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tinues in Operation, as in preceding years, 
The confidence of all, who are competent 
to judge on the subject, is unabated in the 
efficacy of this plan, especially if pursued 
for a considerable length of time. By means 
of these schools heathen prejudices are de- 
stroyed, the minds of the young are enlight- 
ened and invigorated, the sublime truths of 
the Gospel are brought home to the con- 
science, the curiosity of parents and other 
relatives is éxcited, the inquiry for books is 
increased, and the way is prepared for a 
better race to succeed the present genera- 
tion. The most favourable opportunities 
of communicating religious instruction are 
connected with the schools. In the rooms 
employed for this purpose, religious meet- 
ings are held more regularly than elsewhere, 
and even during school hours, “ it is not 
uncommon to see from 20 to 50 persons 
standing around the doors to hear the boys 
read, and repeat their lessons, catechisms, 
hymns, &c.” 


General view of the Schools. 


In the last joint letter of the missionaries, 
an account of this part of théir labours is 
comprised in the following paragraph. 


“ Qur schools are in a state of progress- 
ive improvement. We have at present five 
schools on the continent, seven in Bombay, 
two at T'annah, and seven in Mahim and 
the vicinity; making in all twenty-one. 
The average number of children in a school 
is about 50, making the aggregate number 
of 1,050 heathen children, who daily re- 
ceive Christian instruction, and are taught 
to read and write, by the liberality of our 
fellow Christians at home. We consider 
our schools as a very important part of our 
mission; and are confident, that they will 
be the means of effecting much good.” 


The journal of Mr. Graves contains the 
following account olf a visit to one of the 
schools. 


“ Feb. 11,1821. Endeavoured to impress 
the minds of the boys with the truth, that 
God can hear and perceive without bodily 
organs. I told them, that these organs, in 
the human body, avail nothing when the 
spirit is fled; that the soul is our pereipi- 
ent and chief part ; that we can think, and 
love, and hate, without the use of our bo- 
dies; that, as they could conceive of crea- 
ted spirits hearing and perceiving without 
bodies like ours, so God, a Spirit that form- 
ed the bodily organs of man, could certain- 
ly perceive all things without them ; that 
as the body of a man could not be a friend 
without a soul, so beholding a lifeless im- 
age with the eyes, or fixing it on one’s 
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mind, could not constitute acceptable wor- 
ship. But if we worshipped the true God 
with our spirits, it would certainly be ac- 
ceptable to Him, as he always beheld us. 

“Then, as usual, I attended to prayer. 
The boys stand silent ; and the teachers, of 
their own accord, always require them to 
yaise and unite their flat hands, as is their 
custom when paying reverence, or making 
earnest requests, It is very seldom that 
any disturbance occurs during prayer.— 
There is reason to think that this exercise 
tends to fix their attention on divine things 
| have heard objections, from some or oth- 
er of the parents, to almost every thing else, 
which we do in regard to the schools; but 
t have heard ef nene, on account of attend- 
ig prayer in them.” 

(The difficulties, in the way of obtaining 
chudren to be educated in the mission fam- 
ilies, having been stated, the subject is thus 
explamed. | 
Children intended to be supported in mis- 

ston familtes. 


[t being so difficult to obtain native child- 
ren to be educated by the missionaries, 
several societies and individuals, who had 
provided for the support of such children, 
have, in consequence of the various pub- 
lications of the Board on this subject, di- 
rected that these appropriations should be 
otherwise applied. In some cases, the do- 
nors have directed, that the payments al- 
seady made should be considered as ex- 
pended in the support of native free schools ; 
in otheis, that the provision should be trans- 
ferred to Ceylon ; and in others still, that 
the sums already paid, and to be paid here- 
after, should be placed among the general 
funds of the Board. It has been a cause 
of much regret, that the hopes and desires 
of patrons should have been in any meas- 
ure disappointed. The best that can be 
done, in any case of unavoidable disap- 
pointment, is, to reach as near as possible 
to the object first aimed at, but necessarily 
relinquisned. And since a Christian do- 
mestic educatio: cannot at present be im- 
parted to indigent Hindoo children, in the 
manner first contemplated, the Committee 
are gratified in reflecting that much has 
been done, on a more general scale, to en- 
lighten the minds of the rising generation, 
and thus to prepare them for the reception 
of the Gospel. 

On receiving a letter from Mr. Fisk, 
communicating the intelligence, that be- 
nevolent individuals in Charleston, Savan- 
nah, and Augusta, had conceived the de- 
sign of supporting three free schools, in or 
near Bombay, to be named after those pla- 


ces respectively, the missionaries were high- 
ly gratified. They immediately selected 
the first school, which had been established 
by them in Bombay, and a fine school it is, 
they say, and denominated it the Charles- 
ton school. One of their schools at Tan- 
nah is denominated the Savannah school ; 
and one at Mahim, the Augusta school. 
( 1'o be continued.) 





CHOCTAW MISSION. 


NOTES OF AN ADDRESS BY THE REV. DR. 
WORCESTER TO THE -iEMBERS OF THE 
CHOCTAW MISSION, 


[ While the late Secretary ofthe Boagd was 
in the Choctaw Nation, though oppressed 
with weariness and pain, he sought a favour~ 
able opportunity to address the assembled 
nissionaries, oa the duties of their several 
siations. ‘he occasion must have been 
deeply affecting. Standing onthe margin of 
the grave, and feeling the tenderest solicit- 
ude for the mission, the speaker poured, 
forth, from the treasures of a full heart, his 
ardent desiresand paternal counsels. Notes 
of this address were taken at the time, and 
have beer recently forwarded. The most 
important part of these notes is here 
given. | 


I have hada great desire, brethren, to 
visit this mission, and that in the Cher- ’ 
okee Nation. ‘The Lord, in his infinite 
wisdom and goodness, has granted my 
desire ina measure; and in a way that 
calls for thankfulness and praise. His vis- 
itation has been heavy upon me; and by 
reason of it, | have been able to fulfil but in 
part, what I wished to say and do on this 
ground. I had many things, which [ 
wished to say to all the brethren with free- 
dom. I can only do, however, what I 
can; and would embrace such opportuni- 
ty, as is aflorded, to make a few remarks. 

It may be well for me to apprise you, 
that | am here, not only as a member 
of the Prudential Committee, and as Sec- 
retary of the Board. I bear a commission 
as a special Agent of the Prudential Com- 
mittee, to speak and act in their name ang 


* behalf. 


These missions, I need not say, are re- 
garded by the Board and by the Pruden- 
tial Committee, with deep interest—they 
are so regarded, we believe by the Head of 
the Church ; and so, I trust, by you ‘ndivid- 
ually. You have offered yourselves to this 
work willingly ; and have come out, under 
the most solemn vows, for the benefit of 
these nations, who have been long lost as 
to all hopes of immortality. This devoted- 
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ness is of the most sacred kind, and will be 
so considered by you. None of you, I 
trust, will ever have to regret, or repent, 
that youcame out. Your prayer will be to 
obtain grace, that you may be made faith- 
ful. 

At present [ shall say but little on the 
sacredness of the work—My remarks will 
be upon other topics: 

The mission among the Choctaws is 
one. It is designed to occupy different 
stations, and to be in different divisions ; 
—all tobe under a general superintendence. 
Each primary establishment is to have a 
bead, or rector, who is to be also an ordain- 
ed minister. The work, besides, is to be 
divided into several parts, and to be assign- 
ed to different persons, according to their 
respective qualifications—You ave all in- 
deed brethren, and are always to regard 
yourselves as such. Nevertheless there 
are, and must be, distinctions of a very im- 

ortant kind—So it is in the Church—It 
= its distinctions of office—of labour and 
service—order and subordination—distinc- 
tions according to the will of God. Be- 
sides the general principles of the Bible, 
which imply order and subordination, there 
are several chapters in the Episties on the 
subject. ‘This order is of no less importance 
®M missionary ground, than elsewhere. 

I hold the oftice of a missionary to the 
‘heathen as the highest in the kingdom of 
the Lord Jesus Christ on earth. It was 
the missionary office of the Apostles that 
gave them thew high distinction. The mis- 
sionary should feel all the sacredness and 
importance of this work deeply—constantly 
—lumbly ; and by no means bring the char- 
acter into low estimation,in the minds of oth- 
ers. ‘There is danger on this head. Much 
secular business is to be attended to, in these 
missions—-The Superintendent has many 
things to do, of various kinds, which have 
a tendency to lower down his office—Great 
care is needed, on his part, that the office 
do not sink—The whole work should be re- 
garded as sacred and holy—The great 
work of the missionary is to preach the 
Gospel to the heathen. Thisis his office— 
the highest in the kingdom of Christ on 
earth. Itis so tobe regarded and treated. 
It is important, therefore, that the Superin- 
tendent should, as soon as possible, be re- 
leased from secular care, that he give to his 
office more of that sacredness and spiritu- 

ality, that belong to it 

As the ‘missionary character is of the 
exalted kind, which I have now expressed, 
so is the whole work, in all its parts, high 
and sacred ; and all concerned in it, should 
consider themselves as highly honoured, 
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in being brought so near to Christ as they 
are, in this holy service. 

Husbandry is a secular business in com- 
mon life. But here husbandry is to be 
considered in a different light.. The mis- 
sionary farm should be regarded as the 
farm of the Lord ; and those, who labour 
here, are to labour as for him every day 
and every hour. All, who are thus em- 
ployed, are as really his servants, as the 
missionary. And they should shew cheer- 
fulness in this labour; as much so, as if 
they were labouring for themselves. 

The same spirit should appear in every 
thing. | trust there is not a brother on this 
ground, who is not willing to serve on these 


icrms. In this light, no service is menial 
orlow. Let all consider, that they are em- 


ployed in an honourable work—brought 
near to the Lord,—labouring for him, in a 
most special sense,—called from the world 
and from other Christian society, here to 
shew the Christian character, in all its 
loveliness ; and to exhibit in their conduct 
all the heavenly principles of their belief. 

All Christians profess to live for Christ ; 
but all do not live for him, in this peculiar 
sense. ‘I'he missionary is called to give up 
all for Christ. He must make this appear 
—with him every thing must be practice— 
nothing mere theory. 


[ Dr. W. here dwelt at some length on 
the necessity of having the labour of all 
kinds, at the mission stations, performed 
as far as possible by assistant missiona- 
ries, rather than by hired men. His rea- 
sons were, the saving of expense, the 
preservation of a consistent character to 
the mission, and the will of Providence, 
as indicated by the free offers of service 
in the various departments of missionary 
labour. | 


Every thing here must be different from 
what it is, in the mixed state of society,— 
You are called to act for Christ. Keep 
down all worldly feelings and desires.— 
Cast not a look back, upon what you have 
left behind—You have come here to take 
possession of this country for the Lord 
Jesus :—You are to do it as fast as you can. 
—This is constantly to be present to 
your minds.— You are on sacred ground, 
aud in a sacred work. Let every persoa 
hold his office and service sacred, and keep 
himself in the station where he is placed. 

In the several departments of the work, 
that of steward is a very important one. J 
kuow not exactly how much is assigned to 
this office. It is not important to know, in 
reference to the remarks I shall make 
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The Steward will be Treasurer and have 
the management of the money. This is 
an important office. ‘The Stewardship, in 
connexion with the whole concern, gives it 
a still greater importance. Upon the due 
management of this office, the efficiency, 
harmony and prosperity of the mission most 
materially depend. Itis no light matter to 
hold this office, requiring no small care, 
labour and wisdom. Every man knows 
how easy it is, even in the small concerns 
of a common family, to suffer from inatten- 
tion tosmallexpenses. ‘The case isa clear 
one. I wish it to be most distinctly im- 
pressed upon every member of the mission, 
that the Stewardship should never be as- 
signed to ove, who is not of unsleeping 
vigilance, and untiring diligence, by night 
aud by day. 

The department of husbandry is an im- 
portant one, 2s a means of supporting the 
mission. In this respect it must become 
a great resource. ‘The missions must de- 
pend much upon it. The children are to 
be educated in reading and writing, and all 
the arts of civilized life, on missionary 
ground. They are not taught at home. 
Every thing is to be learned here. ‘Thev 
are both to be instructed and inured to la- 
bour. They must be made acquainted with 
husbandry and the labours of the field. 
This is a leading object. 

The department of the school is one of 

2uch importance. It is generally under- 
stood, in civilized countries, to he too im- 
portant to be intrusted wiih persons not 
well qualified—It is more important here, 
than in civilized life. 

You are ever to teach the children in 
the house—in the field—and by the way. 
You must teach them, that there is another 
and a better kingdom. ‘This must be more 
sacred territory than is found in Christian 
communities. It must be here asin Otahe- 
ite, where every thing assumes at once a 
Christian character. 

it has been the design of the Board to 
send out more labourers. All our missions 
are upon the s2me principle. 

The Choctaw mission has shown an ex- 
cellent spirit, and has obtained praise in all 
the churches. 
continue, and that every one exercise the 
most earnest caution thal no man tuke his 
crown. 


MISSIONARY LABOURS AND PERILS. 


[The following article is extracted from a 
letier, written by Mr. John Smith, an as- 
Sistant missionary at E:liot. It contains a 
plain statement ofthe trials and privations, 
hich he and his family experienced, while 
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stemming the current of the Yazoo, in the 
month of February and March last. 

Before we commence the extract, it is 
necessary to state, that Messrs. Smith, 
Cushman, and Bardwell, with their fami- 
ilies, left Goshen, Mass. in Sept. 1820, to 
become assistant missionaries in the Choc- 
taw Nation ; that, having travelled to Pitts- 
burg in waggons, with Mr, Byington, Mr. 
Hooper, and two unmarried female assist- 
ants, they followed advice there ofiered, 
and descended the Ohio and Mississippi in 
boats; that the missionaries at Elliot, hav- 
ing been advised of this mode of convey- 
ance, sent Mr. Dyer, one of their number, to 
meet their friends at the mouth of the Ya- 
zoo, and conduct them to Elliot; that, 
when leaving Pittsburg, the plan was, to 
take their horses with them in their large 
flat boat, called an ark; but the comfort of 
the family required a different arrangement - 
to be made, and the horses were sold ;_ that 
the letters, giving Mr. Kingsbury notice of 
this fact, miscarried, and of course no hors- 
es were sent from Elliot, except the one, 
which Mr. Dyer rede; that, in these cir- 
cumstances, Mr. Smith and his brethrem 
concluded to separate ;—himself and tam- 
ily, with Mr. Dyer and Miss Thacher, to 
go up the Yazoo in a batteau, in which 
they had brought partof their baggage from 
Pittsburg ;—Mr. Cushman to go in a wag~ 
gon, across the wilderness to Mayhew ;—~ - 
Mr. Bardwell to stay with the property of 
the mission till the barge, called the Choc- 
taw Packet, should come down for it; that 
Mr. Byington should accompany Mr. Smith 
and his family : but this assignment was af- 
terwardsaltered, and Mr. Byington descend- 
ed the Mississippi to meet Dr Worcester at 
Natchez ; that, as the waters of the Yazoo 
were low, it was supposed the batteau, with 
four hands at the oar, might reach Elliot in 
18 or 20 days; and that, in order to make 
four hands, it was necessary to reckon Mr. 
Smith’s two oldest sons, one in his 16th, 
and the other in his 14th year. The helm 
was to be taken alternately by Miss Thach- 
er, and Mr. Smith’s oldest daughter. The 
batteau was about 30 feet long, with a deck, 
and would carry three or four tons. 

There is one fact not sufficiently ex- 
plained in the following narration, and that 
is, the scanty provision of bread, or flour, 
with which the batteau was furnished. 
Large supplies of flour were left at the 
mouth of the Yazoo, till the mission boat 
came down for them; and, we presumed, 
other articles of food were plenty at the 
Walnut Hills. Probably the ceficiency, 
on board the boat, is to be ascribed to the 
sanguine expectation of reaching Elliot in 
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three weeks, and to the more rapid con- 
sumption of provisions than had been cal- 
culated on. 

When persons enter upon service as mis- 
sionaries, they must expecttrials and hard- 
ships. When these trials will arrive, and 
how great these hardships will be, it is im- 
possible to foresee. Happy is it, if they are 
endured with a becoming temper, with sted- 
fast faith, andgunshrinking courage. We 
now commence the extracts :] 

Feb. 2, 1821. After dinner, being in 
readiness, we read a portion of Scripture, 
united in a song of praise, and implored the 
protection of Him, who said, Lo, I am with 
you always, even unte the end of the world. 

e gave the parting hand to the brethren 
and sisters, with whom we had been allow- 
ed so long to journey, with whom we had 
so often prayed and sung praises, and with 
whom we had taken sweet counsel. This 
separation was truly solemn and trying to 
our feelings. It placed eternity in view. 
As we were destined to different and distant 
stations ; we were aware of the probability, 
that we should not all be permitted to see 
each other again, on this side the grave. 
Of this we reminded each other ; and this, 
alas, was the case, as will appear in the 
sequel. 


[The first afternooh, being aided by 
back waters from the Mississippi, they 
rowed 7 or 8 miles. ‘The next day, they 
were stopped by a violent head wind. 
The third was the Sabbath, which they 
observed, as on future occasions, with 
exemplary strictness. Mr. Byington had 
accompanied them thus far; but it being 
only a few miles by land to the place 
where the remaining part of the mission 
family was left, he concluded to return, 
spend the Sabbath there, aud come to 
the boat on Monday morning. | 


The Sabbath was pleasant and serene ; 
we, for the first time, erected seats on the 
Yazoo, for the purpose of worshipping that 
God, who is not confined to temples made 
with hands, and whom the heaven of heay- 
ens cannot contain. We spent this sacred 
day in reading Dr. Griffin’s sermon, preach- 
ed before the General Assembly, &c.—in 
conversation, prayer and singing. I can 
truly say, it was a pleasant season. How 
consoling it is, although we may be separa- 
ted from the land that gave us birth, and 
far from kindred and earthly friends,—in 
the bosom of a vast and trackless wilder- 
ness,—that the same God is there; the 
same Almighty hand sustains us; the 
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Watchman of Israel, who never slumbers 
nor sleeps, attends us. 

On Monday, Mr. Byington returned with 
information, that a member of the family, 
who had been sick, was not so well as when 
we left them; and that Mr. Bardwell was 
unwilling to be left alone with her. It was 
then agreed, that Mr. Byington should re- 
turn to them; and that we should employ 
a man, who lives two or three miles above 
us, on the river, and who was recommend- 
ed to Mr. Byington at the Hills, to assist us 
in rowing up our barge. We proceeded to 
the place, and found the man. He was 
willing to engage for $1,25 a day, until he 
should arrive at home again. His appear- 
ance was not altogether such as we could 
wish ;—our room for sleeping in the barge 
was very scanty; we likewise thought his 
demand extravagant, and did not engage 
him. We were aware, that no other help 
could be obtained,—there being no white 
inhabitants above this place on the river, 
until we should reach the landing place 
three miles below Elliot. The femaies of 
the mission family were opposed to taking 
a stranger on board ; and at this time Miss 
Thacher and my eldest daughter proposed 
te steer the barge in turn, which they did, 
relieving each other at noon, until we re- 
ceived assistance from Elliot. The whole 
distance is calculated at 350 or 360 miles. 
This relieved my second son 13 years old, 
who had beea expected to steer, so that he 
now assisted in rowing. 

We then took an affectionate leave of 
brother Byington. He expressed much 
anxiety on account of our being so feebly 
manned; and on being informed, that 
there were many lakes and bayous connect- 
ed with the river, which we should be likely 
to mistake for the river, itself; also, that 
no persons, unacquainted with the chan- 
nel, had ever succeeded in ascending it 
without a pilot ; but that number, in mak- 
ing the attempt, had returned, after roam- 
ing among the lakes and bayous several 
days, and finally procured a pilot. 

We proceeded with as much speed as 
was anticipated two or three days, when 
the water began to rise, and the current 
to grow stronger. We were now in a hea- 
then land, and none but heathens were to 
be seen on shore or water. Some of them 
came to the shores when they saw us ap- 
proaching, hailed us, and asked for tobac- 
co, powder, and lead. Of the former we 
gave them some. One asked for whiskey. 
Brother Dyer, who understood them, re- 
plied that we had no whiskey and that it 
was not good. He answered with a laugh, 
“ You lie.” 
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During the first two weeks after we left 
brother Byington, we had the pleasure of 
seeing them often come to gaze at us, and 
converse with us; but after that time, not 
one of them was to be seen, until, we saw 
them at our landing ; although hundreds of 
their huts were visible on the banks of the 
river. We visited many of these, and it ap- 
peared they had very recently been eva- 
cuated. These huts were intended only 
as temporary dwellings for themselves and 
jamilies during their winter hunting sea- 
son, These miserable habitations consist- 
ed principally of four forked posts inserted 
inthe ground, and were covered with the 
bark of trees, or the skins of wild animals, 
On one of them we saw the skins of the 
deer, bear, wolf and panther. 

These people do not generally live near 
the river, but on higher ground, where they 
ean raise corn in the season of it. They 
return to these huts in the autumn, or win- 
ter, for hunting, until the river rises so as 
to overflow its banks, when the whole ad- 
jacent country is inundated. Such an in- 
undation was now the cause of their precip- 
itate retreat. 

We laboured at the oar, frequently from 
daylight to sunset, but made very small 
progress; yet we were not discouraged. I 
think we were as happy, as ever persons 
were, in similar circumstances. 


(T'o be concluded.) 





RELIGION AMONG SLAVES. 
From the London Methodist Magazine. 
ANTIGUA. 


Extracts from Mr. Hyde’s, Journal, dated 
Parham, May 7, 1821. 

Feb. 15, 1821. I have been preaching 
at Betty’s Hope, an estate belonging to 
Sir C. Codrington. The people were 
deeply attentive. The manager behaved 
with great politeness when | called upon 
him, wishing me great encouragement, 
and good success. He told me that Mr. 
Baxter used to preach on the estate, and 
several of the first Missionaries ; and ad- 
ded, “{Most of the slaves on this estate are 
in your Society, I believe ; and I am _ hap- 
py to say, that they are very exemplary. 
A very great change,” he observed, “has 
taken place in their conduct since they began 
to think for themselves, and to act from re- 
ligious principle. We scarcely ever use 
the whip now,” said he, “ not once ina 
quarter. It is not needful!’ This is 
cause for gratitude, and encouragement to 
labour in this good work. 

_ March 9. Went this evening on Casma- 
Jor’s. estate ; and as I went first to see the 
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manager, who received me with great 
kindness, and bore an excellent testimony 
to the effects of religion amongst his peo- 
ple, the greater part of whom are members 
ofour Society. He observed, “The sound 
of the whip is rarely heard on the estate, 
and we have very few offences. Of course 
they get a little out of the way at times, 
but I do not think there is a better gang of 
negroes in the country.” ‘Then you think 
said I, crimes have considerably decreased 
among them? “I am sure of it,” he repli- 
ed. “We need only look at the old Jour- 
nals on the estate, and compare them with 
the present ones, which | and my lady were 
doing not long ago, when we discovered 
amongst other things, that the number of 
run-a-ways generally amounted to five or 
six a week, but now such a thing rarely 
occurs. In fact we have had but one in- 
stance since I have been on the estate, 
which is about five years, and that was a 
foolish little girl who did not know what 
she was doing.” I, of course, was much 
pleased, and went with additional spirit to 
visit the sick, and preach to the people on 
the nature, necessity, importance, and bles- 
sedness of regeneration. I then gave tick- 
ets, and settled two disputes; one between 
an adult negro and his aunt. He it appears, 
from some offence, had lately passed by 
her without speaking, but, “his heart tell 
him dat no right before God ;” and with 
tears running down his cheeks, he confess- 
ed his unhappiness, and wished to be made 
friends. I called for his aunt,—talked to 
both,—they shook hands, and departed per- 
fectly at peace. The other case was a ne- 
gro young man, who had quarrelled with 
the young woman he had engaged to mar- 
ry, and was now resolved, although the 
banns had been published, to leave ber. J 
told him he must not; and gave him and 
her suitable advice. He, however, seem- 
ed determined not to comply with what I 
stated to be right. At last I said, “ Well 
then, you must now take your own way.” 
At this he started; and in a moment re- 
plied, “ No, Massa, no! me no take my 
own way. My way no good: Me take 
yours.” 

April1. Preaehed at Parham. Fifteen 
persons were afterwards admitted on trial. 
Two unbaptised were of the number. One 
of them was brought away when he was 
but a child; the other had reached man- 
hood. I asked the latter, during his exam- 
ination, if ever he heard any thing of Ma- 
homet in his own country? to which he 
answered, “Yes, Massa.” Did you ever 
pray tohim? “Yes.” I asked him why 
he now prayed to Jesus instead of Ma- 
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homet ? Why he loved him more, and why 
he wished now to serve Jesus, and to come 
amongst God’s people ? Hereplied, “ Why, 
Massa, because me believe that Jesus be 
God !” 

Apri 2. On my way home this eve- 
ning, from St. John’s, a gentleman related 
to me the following instance of God’s 
eare for his people, and of the disposals 
of his sovereign will for their good, when 
every trace of his operations appears lost: 
A female domestic slave, ina very 
respectable situation, some years ago, was 
awakened under the ministry of a Metho- 
dist Missionary. She fell into deep dis- 
tiess,—tore off her necklaces, rings and 
other gaudy decorations, and with all her 
soul forsook her sins, calling for mercy in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. She sought 
God with all her heart; and ever faithful 
to bis promise, he was found of her. Her 
manner of life was now altered, and, to 
the carnal mind, gave offence ; hatred, rid- 
icule, and suffering became her portion. 
On one occasion she was charged with the 
erime of having acertain key in her pock- 
et, (with which she had always been en- 
trusted,) at the chapel when it was wanted, 
and was immediately put down and flog- 
ged for it. It was the first time the whip 
had been put upop her. It wounded her 
soul; she felt it keenly, and grieved over 
it; her daughter participating in her sor- 
row. They were now charged with the 
spirit of rebellion for daring to grieve, and 
the mother was doomed to the field. The 
gang, struck with astonishment at- seeing 
her brought there, rested upon their hoes 
to gaze at her. This was immediately 
ealled a signal for rebellion ; and a certain 
person rode o! ff, full gallop, to town, to in- 
form the proprietor, who immediately sent 
out an order for the two rebels, (the poor 
mother and daughter,) to be sent to town in 
heavy chains. ‘The order was executed, 
and they were sent from the Island to Santa 
Cruz, and sold. The afflicted mother had 
not been there long, before she was falsely 
charged with some other offence ; but God 
was with her. Her language appears to 
have been, “ Though thou slay me, yet will 
I trust in thee.” God's grace was suflicient 
for her ; and in due time he appeared in 
her behali. ‘The charge was proved false. 
Her conduct secured the love of her new 
mistress ; and at length the Lord disposed 
the heart of her mistress to make her and 
her daughter free. She has now returned 
in credit to the place from which she was 
exiled: she is happy in the love of God, 
and comfortable in her circumstances. The 
blessing of the Lord seems to rest upon the 





family. Blessed are the people whose Go, 
is the Lord ! 

April 3. Gave tickets this afternoon ty 
the invalids on a neighbouring estate, | 
was much struck with the expressions of 
gratitude for mercies received, and still ep. 
joyed from Gad, which flowed in abun. 
dance from a poor leprous negro woman, 
who, whilst she lifted up her “hands, With 
her eyes and heart towards heaven, exhil. 
ited little more than stumps, her fingers 
having been slowly eaten off by this 
shocking disorder. Preached in the eve. 
ning at Sion-hill to a full congregation, and 
married seventeen couples. Had the fol- 
lowing little anecdote related to me on my 
way home :—The attorney of a large estate, 
one day asked a pious slave “ What reli. 
gion he followed?” “The Methodists,” 
was the answer. “Iam sorry for that,” 
said the attorney; “J had much rather you 
had been of some other.” “QO Sir, said 
the slave, “I have been taught much good 
by going amongst the Methodists.” “ Why, 
what have you been taught ?” became the 
enquiry. “I have been taught, Sir,” he 
replied, “to be sober,—_to be honest,—to 
be industrious,—to love God and Man.” 
“ Well, well,” said the Attorney, “go on, 
William, go on ; you know the best.” 


INFIDELITY IN FRANCE. 
Fromthe London Evangelical Magazine. 


The extent to which the infidels of 
France carried their enmity to christianity 
during the Revolution, and which is not 
generally known in this country, was stated 
in a striking manner by Robert Haldane, 
Esq. at a meeting held in Edinburgh, for 
the pufpose of promoting the exertions of 
theContinental Society. 

Lobert Haldane, Esq. said, that notwith- 
standing what the Meeting had already 
heard, he felt himself called on to make 
some further, observations, having lately re- 
turned from the Continent, after passing 
three years among those for whose assis- 
tance their aid was now solicited, and whose 
circumstances loudly demand of us to come 
over and help them. The religious state 
of the Continent was truly deplorable. Na- 
tions around us, who, in civilization were 
advanced to the highest point, were, in re- 
spect of religion, involved in almost mid- 
night darkness—sunk in the grossest igno- 
rance and superstition, or avowed abbettors 
of infidelity. Those who had visited the 
Continent, and who were capable of judg- 
ing, were aware that this was the case. 
To speak particularly ef France, it is wel 
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known how much infidelity has abounded 
iy that country, and how much the worship 
of God and the diffusion of the light of 
“uth have there been opposed. ‘This oppo- 
sition, under the influence of Roman Cath- 
olic superstition, was steadily and but too 
successfully maintained in France, from 
the revocation or the edict of Nantz, down 
tothe revolutionin that country. At the 
commencement of that great and moral 
change, when so much was said and written 
f regenerated France, high expectations 
were formed by many in this country re- 
necting its beneficial effects in a religious 
sew. Religious liberty was proclaimed, 


‘the Bastile was pulled down, the Convents 


ere demolished, and Roman Catholic 
hurches were converted into Protestant 
temples. A deputation was afterwards sent 
to Paris by the London Missionary Society, 
or the purpose, in the midst of the politic- 
al ferment that then prevailed, of calling 


men’s attention to the things that belong to 


their everlasting peace. ‘The effort how- 
ver, thus made, produced no important ef- 
ect. The devil had at that time found suf- 


“ficient employment for his votaries in an- 


; 
’ 


other way, with whom his artifices succeed- 
dthe better, from his having convinced 
hem that he had no existence. The hopes 
vhich had been cherished, that a religious 


meformation in France would’ keep pace 


vith the progress of the revolution, were 
soon extinguished. On the contrary, a pe- 


niod more gloomy for religion had arrived. 


5 
he darkness of ignorance, instead of be- 


ing dissipated, increased ; while infidelity, 
thaving seized the reins of government, and 
)tained the supreme authority, soon dis- 
layed itself in all its diabolical energy. 
HAs far as was possible, Religion was borne 
own and trampled on. And cruel as the 
aspect of the former government had been 
lo the servants of Jesus Christ, the little 
finger of this monster was found to be thick- 
if than its predecessor’s loins. It was then 
iat the mouth of every confessor of the 
truth was stopped. ‘The religious meetings 
‘mong the Protestants, which had been se- 
retly held, having been connived at by the 
purer sovernment, were now forced to be 
‘stoutinaued ; and every Protestant minis- 
** Was compelled to abandon his station. 
‘Was when the Goddess ef Reason was 
*Xalted to be worshiped, that every private 
library was ransacked and pillaged of its 
“4i0us books. Every Bible which could 
oend was burnt; and any good writings 
‘the old reformers or distinguished Pro- 
Festants, that were preserved from the uni- 
‘ersal desiruction, were only saved by he- 
2 buried in the ground. When the De- 


it 
) 
+ 
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cades were instituted, the people were com- 
pelled to work openly on the Sundays, and 
punished by law if they did not, in order, 
if possible, to obliterate every trace that re- 
mained ot the sanctification of the Sabbath- 
day! Such was the liberal and tolerating 
spirit of infidel philosophy. He (Mr Hal- 
dane) had often heard pious men in france, 
who wituessec those scenes, describe them 
with horror, and with evident marks of the 
deep impression they had produced on theix 
minds. After the internal state of France 
became more settled, and during the us- 
urped authority of “ the man that made the 
earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms, 
and that opened not the house of his pris- 
oners,” who is now himself a prisoner, dur- 
ing his reign, a period of tranquility to the 
Protestants and of general toleration suc- 
ceeded. But whatever may have been the 
case before the revolution, by this time lit- 
tle knowledge of the truth remained. The 
Bibles and good religious books, as has 
been observed, were burnt, and the Prot- 
estant pastors, who had come forth from 
their retreats, were but ill qualified to re- 
kindle the flames of piety which had been 
almost ifnot altogether extinguished. Long 
before this time Arius and Socinus had 
usurped the seat of Calvin at Geneva, from 
whence may be truly said, the candlestick 
had been moved out of its place. But it 
was there that the Protestant pastors of 
France had received their education. At 
Geneva they were taught to look with con- 
tempt on their pious forefathers, and in- 
cessantly to repeat their favorite expression, 
of the increasing light of the age respecting 
religion, as well as every branch of science. 
Were they to go back for information in 
religion to the beginning of the 16th centu 

ry? Far less, it may be supposed, to the 
remote age of the Aposiles, when, to use 
the words of the Emperor Julian, “Honest 
John plainly declared in his gospel, tha’ 
Jesus Christ was God.” The light of phi 

losophy appeared to them to have dissipated 
such an error, and the writings of Rousseau, 
the townsmen of the Genevese, and of thei 
near neighbor Voltaire, had a wonderfu) 
effect in breaking the fetters of that super 

stition, in which they were convinced theii 
predecessors had been held. Mr. Haldane 
proceeded to give an interesting view ol 
the Protestant churches in France durine 
the reign of Buonaparte, and of the pres- 
ent very low state of religion among them. 
And as the late persecution at Nismes 
might appear to contradict this statemenr, 
he shewed from different proofs and intes 

esting particulars, that it did not in any de 

gree originate fro: opposition to that trut! 
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which so invariably excites the enmity of 
the world. It was directed against Pro- 
testants merely as such between whom and 
the Romaii Catholic there is so routed an 
aversion, that subsequent acts of violonce 
in that part of the country, have only been 
prevented by the interpositions of the Goy- 
ernment, which equally protects them both. 

Mr. Haldane then obviated the objec- 
tions which have been made by those who 
fear that the circulation of the Scriptures 
on the Continent by the Bible Society, may 
be counteracted by discussions raised among 
the people by the preaching of the Gospel. 
This apprehension he showed to be alto- 
gether unfounded, both from the nature of 
the thing, and from facts, proving that the 
missionary sent out by the Continental So- 
eiety were so many additional agents for 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
He also called the attention of the Meeting 
to a large and populous division of France, 
where the French language is not spoken 
ar understood by the people in general, in- 
to whose language the Scriptures have nev- 
er been translated, and in which none of 
the Protestant Ministers preach. Were the 
millions thus situated to continue to be still 
neglected? He added, that to these dis- 
tricts, where the Patois is spoken, the Soci- 
ety intends to, send some of its preachers ; 
and proceeded to point out many induce- 
ments to the friends of religion in this coun- 
try, to turn their attention without delay to 
the state ef the Continent, and to use ev- 
ery effort to proclaim the glad tidings 
of salvation there while the present peace, 
which may soon be interrupted, continues. 
Among other facilities which the times pre- 
sented, he reminded the meeting of the 
happy toleration now existing in France, 
whose Government throws no obstacles in 
the way of preachers. He assured the 
meeting of the co-operation of the good 
men among the Protestant pastors, which 
le was convinced, both from his personal 
knowledge of them, and also from recent 
communications, would be afforded. Af- 
ter various remarks, Mr. Haldane conclu- 
ded with entreating that due candor might 
be exercised toward this lately instituted 
Society. Its object was not to introduce 
by its missionaries the tenets of any par- 
ticular sect or party, but solely to diffuse 
the knewledge of salvation among multi- 
tudes of our fellow creatures and near 
neighbors, who at present are ‘ living with- 
out God in the world,” and among whom 
no adequate means exist for rousing their 
attention to the most important of all sub- 
jects, and affording them necessary instruc- 


tion. 
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TRUE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS. 
From the Boston Recorder. 


Copy of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Burn; 
Secretary of the London Missionary 
ciety to the Society of Inquiry, &c. Th, 
ological Institution, yi bo 

Lonpon, Ave. 16, 1821, 
Gentlemen—The return of the Rev. } 
Bascom to your continent, affords me , 
opportunity, which I gladly embrace, » 
transmit to you some of the recent pubj 
cations of the London Missionary Sociey 
from which you will learn what are our ¢ 
gagements and prospects, and on whic; 
have not time to comment. Had [ leisy 
how gladly would I correspond at large 

missionary topics, but I believe that we a 

all so fully engaged in these noble pursuj 


that our printed narratives must supply th 


wants of other documents. 

I can assure you that the increasing e 
ertions made in the United States for ty 
propagation of the gospel, afford ahigh¢ 
gree of sacred pleasure to the friends of mi 
sions in England. If you proceed as yo 
have begun, I am not sure that we shall 
become jealous, however, proceed as fast: 
you please ; and we will try to keep beta 
you—and this will be a race that angé 
will delight to witness. May there nev 
be any contest between Old and New Bri 
ain, except it be which shall do the mo 
good—which shall most glorify God ; av 
this will be, what few if any wars have ¢ 


served to be styled—Tuer Hony Wage 
We are particularly delighted with your oF 


forts in the Sandwich Islands, which m¢ 
the God of heaven abundantly prosper! 
for one, had long my eye fixed upon ti 
grope, but our hands were too full to mak 
the effort. It is not of the smallest cons 
quence by whom the work of evangeliz 
tion is effected ; none are more than the toe 
which the Almighty employs, and let hit 
employ whom he pleases, the work is all | 
own, and to him be all the glory! 

If a distant stranger, now in his 70th yea 
might hope to have an interest in your pra! 
ers, it would afford pleasure to your unwé 
thy fellow labourer, Geo. Burper. 


CONNECTICUT EDUCATION SOCIET! 


The Treasurer of the Connecticut Educat 
Society acknowledges the following rece 
during the month of November. 


Ofa lady, by Mr. Samuel Hayes 
Of the Female Charitable Saciety, New 


Britain, by E. A Andrews, Esq 20 
12 cotton shirts and 12 cravats, valued 15 ° 
7 pair shoes g ¢ 


1 pair woolen stockings, 1 pair socks 1° 
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Of the Female Charitable Soc. Winches- 


ter, by Mrs P. Marsh, Treasurer 8 50 
Ofa friend, by Rev F. Marsh ‘ 2 
Of two females, friends to the education 

of pious youth P” ap 
Of members of the Sabbath school, Bris- 

tol, by Rev. J. Cone 2 20 
Of Female Benevolent Soc. Guilford, 

by Miss Leah Hill 18 20 


Of Mr. Amzi Benedict, Agent of the So- 
ciety, 495 08, viz. 
Contribution at Farmington, in- 
cluding the annual subscrip- 
tion of the Cent Soc. 
Of Mr Wm. Cowles, to consti- 
tute him a member for life 
Of Miss Huldah Smith, to con- 
stitute her a member for life 
Of Mr. Edward Hooker 
Of Mr. Marvin Clark 5 
Of Mr. Horace Cowles 5 
Of Mr. Martin Cowles 5 





10 
10 
10 


Of Eliphalet Terry, Esq 

Of A. Champion, Esq. 

Of Wm. Ely, Esq. 

Of Hon. Jon Brace 

Of Mr. W. B. Woodbridge 

Of Jon. Law, Esq. 

Of Mr. Chs. Whiting 

Of Mr. E. Ely 

Of Hon. J. Trumbull 

Of Mr. D. Porter 

Of Mr. J. Sergant 

Of Messrs. Spencer & Gilman 

Of Messrs. A. D & N. 

Boardman 
Of Mr. R. Goodwin, 
Of Messrs. Norton & 
Stecking 

Of Mr. J. Rogers 

Of Mr C. Goodwin 

Of Messrs. Chapin & Sun 

Of Dea. Colton 

Of S. Terry, Esq. 

Of Mr. R. Terry 

Of A. Kingsbury, Esq. 

Of Mr W. Watson 

Of Mr S Treat 

Of Mr. J. S Hosmer 

Of Mr. F. Oaks 

Of Mr. J. Bliss 

Ot Vr. D. P Hopkins 

Oi Mr C. Goodwin 

Vi Mr. S. Whiting 

O! sundry persons 

O! a few ladies, avails 
of labour principally § 
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Of 0. D Cook, in beoks 
Contributions of Dr. 
Flint’s Soc 
Of individuals to consti 
stule Rev Dr Flint 20 
a member for life 
Of Mr. B. Hudson 2 
——34 00 


$12 
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Contribution, W. Hartford 40 81 
Of Mr. Samuel Talcott 5 





45 81 

Of sundry persons in morte: ) 
Worthington Soc. avails of / 12 00 
a field cultivated by them 





496 08 


Total $577 48 
5S. TWINING, Treasnrer. 





From the Missionary Herald. 
MISSION TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


Since our last number was issued, we 
have received a letter from Mr. Bingham, 
dated Woahoo,Jan. 31, 1821. It was has- 
tily written, and sent by way of Calcutta, 
in a vessel which touched but a few hours. 
The intelligence from the mission is thus 
brought down two months and ten days la- 
ter than we had heard before. 

This letter mentions the distressing fact, 


- that the church had felt itself obliged to 


adopt the last measure with Dr. Holman ; 
and to cut him off from its communion, on 
the charges of walking disorderly, slandex 
and railing, and covetousness. Mr. Bing- 
ham states, that ‘Mr. Thurston and him- 
self were then preparing what they hoped 
would be an impartial history of the case.” 

The missionaries were writing at large, 
and about to send the continuation of their ° - 
journal, by a Boston ship then in port, 
which would proceed by way of Canton. 
These letters may be expected by the next 
arrival from that port; but we believe no 
arrivals are expected for some months. 

The close of Mr. Bingham’s letter is as 
follows; “We think an excellent spiri: 
appears in the members of the church gen- 
erally. 

“ By the Cleopatra’s barge, the Tartar 

and Lascar, we were happy to receive the 
communications, supplies, house-frame, &c. 
which you sent us. Accept our cordial 
thanks; and have the goodness to tende: 
to the owners, Messrs. Briant and Sturgis, 
the grateful acknowledgments of this mis- 
sion for the great favour they have so gen- 
erously bestowed on us.” 
_ “ Our schools are making desirable pro- 
gress; the mission still prospers, notwith- 
standing its afflictions; the family is in 
health ; our Sabbaths are pleasant; and 
the favour of the people, and the smiles of 
Providence, encouraging.” 

In a postscript Mr. B, says, that the fund 
for the support of orphan children, raised 
by subscription at the islands, amounts tc 
$600, and that the plan is going on well. 








POETRY. 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 
ODE TO VIRTUE. 


Sweet nymph, on thee our fondest hopes rely ; 
‘Fragrant thou art, and calw as summer sky : 
Let not chill boreas blast thee e’er thou bloom, 
Nor let cold winter drive thee to thy tomb 


Ah, seek the youth, let thy buds blossom there, 

And let thy love excite their auxious care ; 

With thy fond flowers now deck the aged 
brow, 

Protect and guard them from the dangerous 
toe 

Let no rude vice thy passions ‘tempt to quell, 

Nor let bold pride seek thy retired cell, 

Butieave thy vale and thy bright lusture 
spread ; 

O’er distant lands extend thy golden thread. 


Let sweet religion be thy dearest friend, 
And in each heart thy ray’s together blend ; 
No bold intruder will thy steps invade, 

No vice approach if once by thee forbade. 


May every youth by thy bright lamp direct 

Their wand’ring steps, a aud every fault cor- 
rect ; 

And may the aged oft thy friendship crave, 

Be their alleadant to the silent grave. 


When e’er they leave this dark and dreary 
vale, 

Kind virtue speak, recite their mournful tale ; 

Speak to the world 7 when in cold death they 
sleep, 

And mem'ry oft reca!l that friends may weep. 





BOMBAY. 


The Rev. Mr. Bardwell, late Missionary in 
India, has arrived in Boston with his wile and 
child. Mr. Bardwell was obliged to leave the 
mission’on account of his health, being affected 
witb the liver complaint. When he “left Cal. 
cutta he was very feeble, but during the voy- 

age he has quite recovered Mrs. Bardwell 
and child enjoy excellent health, 





ANECDOTE. 
The Devil outwiited 

A poor woman in Montreal received a Bible 
from ‘the British Agentin that city. A Romish 
Priest, hearing of the circumstance, made a vis. 
it, intending to deprive her of the precious gift. 
He offered her five dollars for her Bible. She 
declined taking it. He then offered her ten, 
and afterwards fiiteen dollars ; she still declin- 
ing, he left her. The next day, be returned, 
and offered her twenty-five dollars She ac- 


Poetry.—Bombay.—Anecdote.—Ordinations. 
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_.cepted the offer, and, with the money, purchas. 


ed twenty five Bibles, which she distributed 
among her destitute neighbours, under suck 
conditions, that the Priest could not obtain 
them. 





ORDINATIONS. 


The Rev. Isaac Birp, and the Rev. Danrr;. 
TEMPLE, were ordained at Bridgwater, Mass in 
October last, as Evangelists and Missionaries to 
the heathen. ‘They are both designated to 
Western Asia, and Mr. Temple is expected to 
take his departure soon forthe Mediterranean. 
Mr. Bird, who is now in this City, will proba. 
bly remain in this Country for a year to come, 

Much interest was added to the solemnities 
of the ordination, by the presence of tbe Pastors 
and members from twelve of the neighbouring 
Churches, who had previously formed them. 
selves into a society for the purpose of support- 
ing a missionary in Western Asia. ‘bey were 
well acquainted with Mr. Temple, who had 
been preaching among them for some time. 
The Society has since remitted to the Treasury 
of the Buard eight hundred dollars as its fi: 
payment for this object. 





“ Tf you are doubtful of any action or en- 
gagement, try it by the following question : 
Is it warranted by Scripture ? Will it in- 
jure my religion? Can I ask the blessing 
of God on it? If it will not bear this test, 
consider it doubtful—It is a Snare of the 
wicked one.” 

And they said unto him, Ask counsel, we 
pray thee, of God, that we may know whether 
our way which we go shall be prosperous.— 
Judges xviii. 5. 





NOTICES. 


At the Annual Meeting of the Missionary 
Society of the Western District of New-Haven 
County, the Treasurer was requested to pro- 
vide some place for the reception and sale ol 
the country produce, which might be given fer 
the use of the Society. This has been done: 
and Amasa Porter, Esq has consented to re- 
ceive at his Store, in Chapel-street, and sell all 
the articles which are sent to him for this pur- 


pose. 





A meeting of the Juvenile Missionary Socie- 
ty ot New-Haven, will be beld on the evening 
of the Ist of January, at the house of Mr Tim- 
othy Dwight in Church street, at halt past six 
o'clock A punctual attendance of the mem- 
bers is requested, = 
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